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Global coal demand likely to decline 2.3% by 2026, agency predicts

acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Despite production of coal
reaching a record this year,
global demand is expected
to decline by 2026, a re-

‘While the decline is ex-
pected to be due to a shift
towards renewable energy
and plateauing demand in
China, India will remain
the “driving force” for the
fuel until that year.

The report, released on
December 15, sees the glo-
bal demand for coal rising

by 1.4% in 2023, surpassing
8.5 billion tonnes for the
first time.

This increase, however,
masks stark differences
among regions. While de-
‘mand in the European Un-
ion and United States is ex-
pected to drop by 20%
each, it is expected to rise
by 8% in India and 5% in
China in 2023 due to de-
‘mand for electricity and di-
minished generation of hy-
droelectric power.

The IEA's expectations
ofa decline in coal demand
is premised also on a

change in global climate.

N slate to greater hydroelec-
Coal consumption tric power output.
Global eoal consumption is expected to remain over 8 billion Steep trend

tonnes through 2026, The chart shows the appetite for the fuel
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The current El Nino condi-  ally linked to better rain-
tions are expected to turn  fall, during 2024 to 2026.
to La Nina, which is gener-  This will presumably tran-

Moreover, a steep upward
trend in low-cost solar
photovoltaic  deployment
is expected to aid renewa-
ble power generation.
“Further to that, nuclear
generation is set to see
moderate increases, espe-
cially in China, India, and
the European Union.
Against this background,
coal-fired generation is
likely to be pushed into a
downward trajectory from
2024,” the report says.

Currently, a little over
half the world's coal de-
mand comes from China.
With a major expansion of
renewable energy expect-
ed, coal demand in the
country is expected to fall
in 2024 and plateau in
2026. Overall, this will re-
sult in a 2.3% fall in global
coal demand by 2026. Des-
pite forecasts of a fall, glo-
bal consumption is expect-
ed to remain well over §
billion tonnes  through
2026, the report says.

“We have seen declines
in global coal demand a
few times, but they were

‘100 elephants electrocuted
in 2022-23; Odisha leads
tally, followed by Karnataka’

Dhinesh
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Though there has been a
steady rise in human-wil-
dlife conflict in Kerala, the
majocity  of  elephant
deaths is artributed to elec-
trocution, rather than acci-
dents involving trains or
poaching. In the past five
years, a8 many as 25 ele-
phants have been electro-
cuted in the State, followed
by six elephant deaths af-
ter being hit by trains, two
cases of poaching and one
instance of poisoning.

At the national level,
electrocution was one of
the major causes of ele-

Instead of using legal DC-powered fencing, farmers use illegal power
fences with direct AC connection from transmission nes. FLE 010

phant deaths, with 100 ele-
phants dead from electro-  We cannot prevent
cution in 202223 alone,  elephants from reaching
the highest in the past five  puman habitations as
years. Odisha led the table :
with 26 deaths, followed 10035 ragmentation
by Karnataka with 15 and EEradation ¢
Tamil Nadu with M. forests continue. There
Out of 15 elephant shoukibe alongterm
deaths due 1o train hits re-  approach to protecting
«mie: Last y:;: ‘::;t the habitations of wild
were in Assam, () r animals
three in Odisha and two in .:n
Keraks, Im.m‘ ml ax
While the country lost
14 elephants to poaching,

there were only four
deaths due 10 poisoning
during this period.

In Kerals, an elephant

live close 1o forest [ringe
areas, said MN. Jayachan-
dran, a former member of
the Kerala State Animal

has a higher chance of  Welfare Board.

death due to electrocution

than due to train acci-  Rules violated

dents, poaching, and poi-  Instead of using legally per-

soning put together. mitted power-lencing with
The majority of human-  a battery-powered enengis-

induced edephant deaths
caused by electrocution
could be termed ‘retaliato-
ry killing’ by residents who

er of the prescribed stan-
dards, farmers used
power the illegal power
fences with direct AC from

transmission lines.

This s the main reasson
foe the high number of ele-
phant casualties due to
electrocution in the State.
Since the issue has various
dimensions, often the cas-
es registered by the Forest
department do not reach
anywhere with the inter-
vention of political parties,
said N. Badusha, wildlife
activist and  president,
Wayanad Prakruthi Sam-

“We cannot peevent the
elephants from reaching
human habitations and
farmlands as long as the
fragmentation and degra-
dation of forests continue.
There should be a long
term holistic approach 1
protecting the habitations
of wild animals, like pro-
tecting grasslands and en-
suring enough fodder and
drinking water inside the
focest, which is the key 10
preventing damage or lass
of human kife and ele-
phants,” said Mr. Badusha,

brief and caused by ex-
traordinary events such as
the collapse of the Soviet
Union or the COVIDH9 cri-
sis. This time appears diffe-
rent, as the decline is more
structural, driven by the
formidable and sustained
expansion of clean energy
technologies,” Keisuke Sa-
damori, IEA Director of
Energy Markets and Secur-
ity, said in a statement.
Reducing use of ‘un-
abated’ coal is among the
explicit agreements of
countries signatory to the
UN Framework Conven-

tion on Climate Change.
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Bhutan to establish massive 1,000-sq. km green city along Assam border

Suhasini Haidar
THIMPHU

Bhutan plans to build a
massive “international ci-
ty” in an area of over 1,000
5. km on its border with
Assam, Bhutanese King
Jigme Khesar Namgyel

V: o

Bhutan access to Myan-
‘mar, Thailand, Cambaodia,
and Singapore.

New opportunities

“It is a period of awakening
and economic transforma-
tion in South Asia, a period
of growth and immense
;' Bhutan's

applause from a packed au-
dience of 30,000 at the
Changlimathang  stadium
in Thimpu on Sunday.
pitching the project as an
“economic corridor con-
necting South Asia with
Southeast Asia via India's
northeastern States”.
“Around two billion pe-
ople live in South Asia”~
King Jigme Wany
said, thanking Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
the Government of India
for agreeing to build the
first India-Bhatan railway
line to Gelephu, which will

hifth king said. “There is a
road and a gateway that
leads to new opportuni-
ties, 1o markets, capital,
new ideas and technolo-
&Y-.. towards our future, to-
wards our desting” The
crowd roared in approval.
The King's announcement
is the first official confirma-
tion of what is known as
the ‘Gelephu Smartcity
Project’. It is expected to
follow environmental stan-
dards and sustainability as
a goal, and will aim to at-
tract “quality investment”
from “specially screened”

Major plans: Enutan King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck

during National Day in Thimphu, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

be Bhutans second, and
geared to land larger
planes than at its present
airport at Paro, the plans
for Gelephu are expected
to include “zero emission™
industries, a “mindfulness
city” that plays to Bhutan's
strength in tourism and
wellness, as well as infras-
tructure companies.
Rather than a special

nistrative  Region”  that
would be run under diffe-
rent laws to facilitate more
international imvestment.
“This is an inflection
point, a moment in history
that is very important for
us,” the Bhutanese King
continued, switching from
the local Dzongkha lan-
guage to English for added
emphasis on terms he

“What we lack in numbers,
we have to make up with
the quality of our people in
skills,” he added.

In two separate visits o
India just this year, he met
and discussed the project
with Mr. Modi and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma. King Jigme
Wangchuck also engaged
Indian  industrialists, in-
cluding Mukesh Ambani
and Gautam Adani, and
owners and top executives
of the Tata, Birla, and Ma-
hindra groups, amongst
other infrastructure, real
estate, and hospital deve-
lopers.

“During my recent visit
to India, the Government
of India their

vernment of India for their
continued goodwill and
support.”

The King's decision to
announce details of the Ge-
lephu project created a
sense  of  anticipation
amongst ordinary Bhuta-
nese citizens as well, and
the local Kuensel newspap-
er billed the “green city”
plan as a “new dawn for
Drukyul®, the Dzongkha
name (‘land of the thunder
dragon’) for Bhutan, and
said that Bhutan could as-
pire to the success of coun-
tries such as “Singapore,
South Korea, and the
UAE", which had trans-
formed from “Third World
to First World” status with-
ina

have been mounting.

‘The COVID-19 pandem-
ic, indebtedness on hydro-
power projects, and dras-
e cuts  in tourlsm
revenues have caused an
economic downmurn and
unemployment  figures
reaching 20%, which have
spurred a large number of
Bhutanese youth and pro-
fessionals to migrate to
other countries in search
of opportunities.

Chokey Dorfi, 20, was
among the hundreds that
queued up overnight to en-
ter the stadium. He told
The Hindu that he wanted
to hear about the Gelephu
project as he hopes it
would create more jobs for
hi

full commitment to im-
prove and expand the ma-
jor roads leading 1o Bhu-
tan. They also pledged w

connect two or three of

Hoping for the better

The Bhutanese King's
speech came just four days
after the United Nations

Ahead of King Wang-
chuck's speech of over 45
minutes, the palace made
special preparations 1o
promote the announce-

also connect with road-
ways and border-trading
and crossing points into
Assam and West Bengal,
and over time, he said, give

international companies,
the 42-year-old sovereign
said.

Apart from an interna-
tional airport, which will

economic zone, the Bhuta-
nese King said that the Ge-
lephu project in Sarpang
district to Bhutan's south
would be a “Special Admi-

hopes to popularise about
the Gelephu project, in-
cluding “skilling projects”,
“digital  infrastructure”,
and  “economic  hub”.

our border towns with rail-
way lines. | would like to
express our heartfelt grati-
tude to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and the Go-

announced Bhutan was no

a Least Developed
Country (LDC), and was
leaving the LDCs, even
though economic troubles.

Parliament security breach
is a serious issue, says PM

Probe agencies are investigating the security scare and taking stringent measures, Modi savs

noting that it is equally necessary to go to the root of the people behind it and their motives

Press Trust of India
HNEW DELHI

rime Minister Ma-

rendra Modi has

said that the se-
riousnesz of the security
breach in Parliament can-
not be underestimated,
and called on all parties to
avoid squabbling over the
issue amid Opposition's
protests  over it in
Parliament.

In an interview to the
Hindi daily Dainik fagran,
Mr. Modi said probe agen-
cies were investigating the
breach and taking strin-
EENt measures, noting that
it was equally necessary to
go to the root of people be-
hind it and their motives.

The newspaper said he
described the breach as
“painful and a matter of
concern”. “Efforts should
also be made to look for a
solution with collective spi-
rit. Everyone should avioid
squabbling over such an is-
sue,” Mr. Modi said. “The
gravity of the incident
which happened in Parlia-
ment should not be under-
estimated,” he said, adding
that the Speaker has also
been taking necessary
steps with all seriousness.

Two persons jumped

from the visitors' gallery to
the Lok Sabha chamber on
December 13. Opposition
parties have been demand-
ing a statement from Home
Minister Amit Shah. Some
members have also sought
Mr. Shah's resiznation.
The government has in-
sisted that the security in
Parliament complex is the
responsibility of the Lok
Sabha Secretariat and it
has been following the
Speaker's directives. It has
also cited numerous such
violations in the past, ac-
cusing the Opposition of
politicising the issue.

New faces in BJP

To a question about the
BJP picking relatively new
and little-known leaders as
Chief Ministers in Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and

Efforts shoulbd

also be made o
lowok For a soluthon with
collective spiric
Evervone should avold
squabbling over such an
Issue. The gravity of the
Incident should not be
, underestimated

NARENIEA MO
Priiree Sliriser

Rajasthan, Mr. Modi said
the leaders had lots of ex-
perience and hard work
behind them. Taking a jibe
at those questioning the
BIP's choices, he said it had
been the country’s misfor-
tune that a big section of
people who influenced so-
clety were bound to a trite
and narrow mindset.

“This is not confined to
the paolitical field. This na-
ture troubles us in every
field. If in any field, some
name becomes hig with
some branding, then oth-
ers do not get attention ir-
respective of their talent
and hard work. Similarly in
politics,” he said.

The media's focus for
some decades has unfortu-
nately been the most on a
few and due to this, talent
and usefulness of new peo-

ple are not being dis-
cussed, the Prime Minister
added. “That is why you of-
ten see some people as
new. But the truth is that
they are not new. They
have done the hard work
and have their own
experience.”

The BJP leadership has
picked Vishnu Deo Sai, Mo-
han Yadav and Bhajan Lal
Sharma as Chief Ministers
of Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan res-
pectively, looking over the
claims of former CMs Ra-
man Singh, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Vasundhra
Raje.

Om Article 370
0On the Supreme Court ver-
dict on Article 370, Mr. Mo-
di =aid the top court has
put its stamp on the abro-
gation of Article 370, and
added that "no power in
the universe can bring it
Citing the BJPs stupen-
dous show in the recent As-
sembly polls, he said it has
shown that the party is set
o score @ historic win
again in the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha elections. He said Oppo-
sition parties should in-
trospect as to why people
dio not accept their claims.

ment without revealing too
many details, and invited
guests from India and sev-
eral other countries.

From

Pradesh hotelier and cultu-
ral activist Priyadarshini
Raje Scindia; designers Ma-
nav Gangwani and Nandita
Mahtani; the head of Me-
danta Hospital, Naresh
Trahan; and author Dee-
pak Chopra, were among
the special guests present
at the ceremony here,
which The Hindu was invit-
ed to cover.

In the evening, the King
attended a rock concert at
the stadium that saw artists
from Bhutan and other
countries.

Over the past two years,
the King has been travell-
ing w all 20 districts of
Bhutan, trying w speak
about the Gelephu project.

Officials said he also tra-
velled to several interna-
tional destinations to seek.
both partners, planners,
and architects for the pro-
Ject, and prospective invess
tors, but has carried out
the most intensive diplo-
macy with India, which
surrounds Bhutan on three
sides.
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Indigenously built Unit-4 at
Kakrapar attains criticality

The 700-MWe units of the project are the largest nuclear power reactors to be built by NPCIL;

criticality was ascertained after it met the conditions set out by Atomic Energy Regulatory Board

T.S. Subramanian

he fourth unit of
Tme Kakrapar
Atomic Power Pro-

ject (KAPP) in Gujarat start-
ed controlled fission chain
reaction and thus became
critical at 1.17 a.m. on Sun-
day. Kakrapar is about 80
km from Surat.

The project’s units with
a capacity of 700 MWe
each are the largest indige-
nous nuclear power reac-
tors to be built by Nuclear
Power Corporation of In-
dia Ltd. (NPCIL), a public
sector undertaking of the
Department of Atomic
Energy.

Unit-3 of the KAPP start-
ed generating commercial
electricity from August 30.
These reactors are pressur-
ised heavy water reactors
(PHWRs), which use natu-
ral wranium as fuel and
heavy water as coolant and
moderator.

The NPCIL is already
operating indigenous
PHWRs with 220-MWe and
540-MWe capadity at other
facilities. The reactor's first
criticality was ascertained
after it met all the condi-
tions set out by the Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board
(AERB), India’s nuclear sa-
fety watchdog.

Moving forward: The third and fourth nuclear reactors with their containment domes (extreme left) at
Kakrapar in Gujarat. Their cooling towers are visible. L

B.S. Pathak, Chairman
and Managing Director of
NPCIL, was present in the
station’s control room with
the site team when the
KAPP-4 was commis-
sioned, as per an NPCIL
press release.

He congratulated the
NPCIL employees and
called the criticality of the
KAPP-4, happening within
six months of the commer-
cial operation of unit-3, a
significant achievement.

It demonstrated the
strength of NPCIL in all fa-
cets of nuclear power gen-
eration — the design, con-

struction, commissioning,
and operation of reactors,
Mr. Pathak said.

Indian industries sup-
plied the equipment and
executed the contract for
these two reactors, accord-
ing to the NPCIL press
release.

The Kakrapar Atomic
Power Station already has
two operating PHWRs with
a capacity of 220 MWe
each, called KAPS-1and 2.

Earlier, on December 13,
Mr. Pathak told The Hindu
that the indigenously built
700-MWe reactors are
among “the best reactors

of this PHWR category™.

They have many ad-
vanced safety features, in-
cluding among others a
steel-lining from the floor
to the wall and a passive
decay heat removal system
to cool the fuel core, he
added.

The NPCIL at present
operates 23 nuclear elec-
tricity reactors with a total
capacity of 7,480 MWe. It
has nine units, including
KAPP-4, under construc-
tion while 10 more reac-
tors, with a total capacity
of 7,000 MWe, are in the
pre-project phase.
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A cloudy horizon
Latest trade data underscore the
criticality of competitiveness
From a rare upward swing this October, India‘s

exports retreated into contraction last
manth, dipping 2.8% from 2022 levels to touch
5339 billlion. Imports dropped 4_33% to $54.5 hil-
lion, cooling the merchandise rade deficit to
52006 billion, almost a third below October's re-
cord high. Sequentially, the decline in imports
was sharp, despite the Commerce Ministry lower-
ing October's import bill by 516 billion from the
initial $65 billlon estimate. On the other hand,
though exports contracted in Movember, they
were higher than October's tally, which was the
lowest in 12 months, yet denoted a year-on-year
uptick unlike in November. Such statistical nokse
may be hard to listen through, bt it is clear that
exports have recorded their weakest values in a
year, over the Last two months. Similarly, the sig-
nificant dip in imparts in Novernber can be attri-
buted to factors lke a decline in discretionary de-
mand for high-value goods such as gems and
Jjewellery and the ghobal dip in prices of key items
like petrobeum products. Economists expect the
deficit to stay range-bound between $20 hillion
and 25 billion through the remaining four
manths of the year. But it is difficult to be certain
— one may recall that imports had hit an 11-month
high of $60.1 hillion in Angust before easing over
10¢% in September and resurging in October.
Making sense of such divergences, with a yo-
yor effect of sorts every other month, is hazar-
dous, and i exacerhated by sipnificant data cor-
rections that have rewrned afier a few months of
relative certainty. August's goods ade deficit
was moderated by nearly three billion dollars,
with the overall export-import tally seeing revi-
shons of 5 billion. The magnimude of upward revi-
sion in the monthly merchandise rade deficit
has averaged around $1.5 hillion since july com-
pared to an average of $0.5 billion in the first
quarter of 203-24, a Quant Eco research note has
fagged. At the risk of repeating the obwious, the
ECVerTIment must get & better grip on the data it
hases its decisbons on. Officials hope for an uptick
inexports in the final quarter of the year, citing si-
milar trends in recent years. With the Warld
Trade Organizaton expecting global rade flows
to strengthen in 2024 and the US Federal Reserve
signalling interest rate cuis that other central
hanks would take a cue from, global demand may
perhaps look up more consistently. But 1o cap-
ture that, India needs to do more to compete
with rivals. For instance, a rough government-
commissioned study on logistics costs indicates
they dropped a little over the past decade. Ongo-
ing infrastructure spends may gradually lower
them further, but reducing petroleum prices for
users, in tandem with ghobal trends, would boost
competitiveness far more effectively.

An oil spill in an ignored wetland

Northern Chennal is subjected w deeply unfalr environmenial standards

| STATE OF PLAY I

Giretha Srimarthi
g b s gl lindki s in

n December 3-4, Cy-

clone Michaung,

which lingered 100
ke o thee coast of Chenned for
absost 16 hours, brought heasey
rainfall to the city. [t forced the
Tamil Nadu government bo
not only deal with the pro-
bilemy of hearvy Booding, but al-
&0 burn its attention bo the wet-
bnds of the beavily
industrialised Ennore-Manali
regiom in the northern part of
the city where ol had spilled
mver from the premises of a
puhlic sector refinery.

Even as od from the Chen-
nai Petroleum Corporation Li-
mmited (CPCL) refinery flooded
houses and entered the Buck-
ingham Canal and the Kosas-
thalaiyar river, which empties
into the Bay of Bengal, at En-
nore, the Tamil Madu Pollu-
tiocn Contral Bozrd under-
played the extent of the
eonlogical disaster. Since the
spill oocurred in inbnd wa-
ters, the Indian Coast Guamd
eould confirm that the ail had
entered the sea only through
an 2erial assessment,

The State govermment be-
gan toact onby eight doys afier
the spillage and after it was
rudged by the Mational Green
Tribwmal (NGT). The gowern-
ment’s 20-member odl spill cri-
i ent coammmatbes,
headed by the Chief Secretary,
imspectad the mouth of the
river, or Enmore Creek, and oi-
rected the CPCL to compen-
st for the caused to
the environment and the fish-
er folk, amd ramp up
remediation.

The initial work was not on-
By delyed but akeo haphazand.
Without an approved stan-
dand operating procedure in
place and for reasons that ane

Tamil Madu

umclear, the Tamil Madu State
ty amd district awthorities,
whin, as per the draft *Tamil
Nadh State 0l Disister Cantin-
gency Phn', are the nodal
agemcy and the: on-scene com-
manler, respectively, ook a
back seat.

The Department of Emd-
ronment, Chmade Chamge and
Forests set up a coondination
centre at Ennore. Along with
the CPCL, the Depantment de-
ployed one oil skimmer and
200 Ashermen with their
tsoats from the hamlets of En-
more to remove the od. As of
December 16, 300 additional
workers from four sea-clean-
img agencies were brought in
along with a fleet of machin-
ery comprisng fve gully suck-
ers, four skimmers, poclains
and tippers. Chver 50 tonmes of
vil-laden shudge have been re-
muved from Kosasthalaiyar so
Ear.

The Department hos saicd
that remediation is expected
tor be completed by Decembwer
1%, However, it would be un-
wise bo rush the dean up as, in
addition to the l-kilometre
streteh from the CPOL plant to
Ennore Creek, oil has spread
Ffurther south Eill the Kagime-
du harbour and up north o
the Pulicat backwaters, a fish-
ing ground and ako a biodi-
versity hotspot for thowsands
of migradory birds.

State government officials
anxl the CPCL said that the in-
cident was “unprecedented”
and that they were “canght

wrawarres . Howeser, in 2007,
two cargo ships carrving oil
oollided near Kamaraj Port in
Ennore, significanthy affecting
the fisherfolk and their liveli-
haowels. Besides, there ame 17
highly polhsting industries in
Manali of which nine are pe-
trochemical, and the residenis
of the region have been flag-
ging pollution concerns for

years.

The Ennare backwaters,
where the British once held
the Madras Boat Club’s annual
regata, is now an ignored wet-
Ll Fly ash From the leaky pi-
pelines of the Tami Nada
Generation and Distribution
Corporation  (TANGEDOO,
amd hot water, ussd as coo-
lamt, Eroen the State-owned
thermal power plants have to-
gether afected the biodivers-
ty af the region.

In 27, the NGT ordered
TANGEDCD to Ax the pipes
amd remove fly agh from the
Ennore Creek. Six years on,
mo substantial work has been
done in this regand. The wet-
laned i still choked with ash, a
fine particulate by-produoct of
coal comibuestion that i knoan
1o e 1 ic.

In 2032, the BGT directed
the State o notify ander the
Tamidl Nadu Wetland Mission
the full extent af the portion of
the Ennore wetlands that have
not been encroached on, to
protect them from farther
abuse. It also directed the En-
viromment Department bo sta-
dy the wetlands as per the
B9 Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Plan and develop a plan
to restore the fragile creek
eoosystem and the wetland

The reluctance of the State
povernment to regulate indus-
tries in the Ennore-Manali re-
gion and restore the Enmore
Creek despite court orders ne-
flects how northern Chenmnai
is subjected to deeply unfair
environmental standards.

_|_
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On selecting Election Commissioners

What does The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appolnmment, Conditions of Office and Terms of Office) Bill. 2023 passed by the

ajva Sabha s

The story so far:
n December 12, the Rajya
Sabha passed The Chief
Election Commissioner and
other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Office and
Terms of Office) Bill, 2023. It is kikely to be
enacted into a law after being passed by

Commissioner (CEC) and the other two
Election Commissiorsers (ECs).

What does the Constitution say?
Article 124 provides for the composition
of the Election Commission of India (ECI).
it consists of the CEC and two other ECs.
The Constitution provides that the
:ppwimmlddwCEL‘amﬂIﬂnl

2 How Is the new mechanism different from the one spelled out by the S

eme Court?

While the existing parliamentary law
provides for their conditions of service, it
is silent with respect to appointments.
The appointments till date are made by GETTYIMAGES
I.hersdﬂl.duudwCemnl
isno refe o vari b foe doing.
ing i o y that mmwm),hxddamﬂmdne
:ppoilmmpmcez. have independent mecharisms for the CECand ECs shall be appointed by 2
ofits b Fike the irgg of the Prime
What did the Court rule? Natiorsal and State Human Rights Minister, the CJl and the Leader of the
A Public Interest Litggation (PIL) filed by Commission, the Central Bureau of Oppoasition or the opposition party
Ancop Bararmwal in 2015 pleaded for the Investigation (CBI), Information in the Lok Sabha. It said that this
i irections to set C s mechanism shall be in place Gl

preme Court
up an independent, collegium-fike
iorﬂ:ammaidl}:l:m:ndﬂ‘_s
Court in this case, in March
thelddﬁthaﬂnsbema
legislative vacuum due 1o the absence of
any law by Partiament in the kst 73 years
(since the adoption of the Constitution)
with respect to the appointment of the
CECand EC. The i

suggested that the CEC and ECs should be
S . Sy

by
the Prime Minister, the Chief justice of
lmﬁ(ql)andﬂlelnderoﬂbe.

of the EC he Eargest O; i
is essential for ensuring free and fair wﬂyn(hel.nkSlNu Coasidering these
elections that is paramount foe a vibrant recommendations, the Supreme Court,

democracy. The Supreme Court drew

exercising its powers under Article M2 {to

What does th [

There shall be a search committee headed

by the Minister of Law and Justice, who

shall prepare a panel of five persons for
2 i it aelectl 2

President on the recommendation of this
sedection committee consisting of the
Prime Minister, the Leader of Oppasition
in the Lok Sabha and a Unson Cabinet
Minister to be nominated by the Prime
Minister. Iuﬁ:lheﬁmunedunbc

{Appointment, Conditions of
Office and Terms of Offica) Bil,
03

-
The C that

representatives of the Human rights Court
and gender equality are imvolved. In the

UK., the House of Comumons approves

the candidates, whereas in the US., the

:mimmal pmfrwljman
Sased
selection, it is still tilted in favour of an
incumbent government. The Supreme

(wlrm(l!l‘,l! is involved) before Laying
down its selection procedure. While it is
the prerogative of Parliament to legislate
on this subject, it may kive been
appropriste to retain the CJl in the
selection committee to ensure utmost

e. However, in all likelihood
the Bill is ikely to be enacted into a bw in
its present form. i would be Ludable and
instil a great deal of confidence in the
public about the functioning of the ECI, i
at least the selections under the new Lo
mmakbvmmudmnub the

The CEC and EC shall be i by the

proposed selection commi
kaunfwmfrmoﬁavmﬂ
author of ‘Polity. -\W He currently
ice aspirants at ‘Officers IAS
Academy'. V pressed are personal.

the appoistment of the CEC
and EC shall, subyect to the
nrwmmlmylnmaﬁw
Pariament, b

Presdont.

-

The proposed law suggests
that the CEC and EC shall be
appointed by the President on
the recommendation of 3
selection committee consisting
of the Prima Minister, tha
Leader of Dpposition i the Lok
Sabha and 2 Usion Cabinet
Minister to be nominated by
the Prime Minéster.
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An overview of the European Union’s
Artificial Intelligence Act

The objectives of the EL Al Act. the worldss first legislation on AL are to create a regulatory framework for Al technologies, mitigate risks associated

with Al systems, and establish dear guidelines for developers, users, and regulators

Sanhita Chauriha

he European Union’s Artificial
Intelligence (Al) Act is a
significant legislative initiative

airmed at regulating artificial

intelligence technologies within the ELUL

" With the growing influence of Al across
various sectors, the EU seeks to strike a
balance between fostering innovation and
ensuring ethical and responsible Al
development. The objectives of the EUT AI
Act are to create a regulatory framework
for Al technologies, mitigate risks
associated with Al systems, and establish
clear guidelines for developers, users, and
regulators, The act aims to ensure the
responsible use of Al by protecting
fundamental rights and promaoting
transparency in Al applications.

The strengths of the Act

One of the notable strengths of the EU Al
Act is its risk-based approach. The
legislation categorises Al applications into
different risk levels, ranging from
unacceptable to low. This approach
enables tailored regulations, with
higher-risk applications subject to more
stringent requirernents. This flexibility
acknowledges Al technologies” diverse
potential impact on society. It also
explicitly prohibits certain Al practices
deemed unaceeptable, such as social
credit scoring systems for government
purpases, predictive policing
applications, and Al systems that
manipulate individuals such as emotional
recognition systems at work or in
education. This prohibition reflects the

EU's commitment to preventing the
misuse of Al technologies.

The EU Al Act emphasises
transparency and accountability in A
development and deployment. It requires
developers to provide clear information
about the capabilities and Emitations of
Al systems, enabling users to make
informed decisions. Additionally, the
legislation mandates that developers
maintain comprehensive documentation
to facilitate regulatory oversight.
Moreover, toensure compliance with the
regulations, the EU Al Act introduces the
concept of independent conformity
assessment. Higher-risk Al applications
like medical devices, biometric
identification, and access to justice and
services, must undergo assessment
processes conducted by third-party
entities. This approach enhances
ohjectivity and reduces the risk of
conflicts of interest, contributing to the
credibility of the regulatory framework.

The limitations

One of the criticisms of the EU AL Act is
the challenge in accurately defining and
categorising Al applications. The evolving
nature of Al technologies may make it
difficult to establish clear boundaries
between different risk levels, potentially
leading to uncertainties in regulatory
implementation.

Critics have also argued that the
stringent regulations in the EU may
hinder the competitiveness of European
businesses in the global Al market. While
the Act aims to ensure ethical AT
practices, some fear that overly restrictive

measures could stifle innovation and
drive Al development outside the EUL
Additionally, compliance with the EU Al
Act may impose a significant burden on
smaller businesses and start-ups. The
resources required for conformity
assessments and documentation may
disproportionately affect smaller players
in the Al industry, potentially limiting
their ability to compete with larger, more
established counterparts. Striking the
right balance between regulation and
fostering innovation is crucial, with critics
arguing that the EU Al Act may lean too
heavily towards stringent controls.

The potential implications

The EU Al Act is likely to have a global
impact, influencing the development and
deployment of Al technologies beyond
the EU's borders. As a major economic
bloc, the EU's regulatory framework may
set a precedent for other regions, shaping
the trajectory of Al development on a
global scale, just like the MiCa regulation
did for crypro-assers.

By prioritising ethical considerations
and fundamental rights, the EU AT Act
contributes to the establishment of global
narms for Al development. And the
impact on innovation and
competitiveness will depend on the
balance struck by the EU between
regulation and fostering a conducive
environment for Al development.

It encourages collaboration and
cooperation between regulatory
authorities, fostering a unified approach
to Al regulation. International
collaboration in regulating Al

technologies is essential to address global
challenges and ensure consistent
standards across borders.

The administrative side

Any individual has the right to report
instances of non-compliance. The EU
member states” market surveillance
authorities will be responsible for
enforcing the AL Act. There will be
specific limits on fines applicable o small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and
start-ups. The EU will establish a
centralised ‘Al office” and *Al Board. In
case businesses do not adhere to the EU
Al Act, fines could range from $8 million
o almost $38 million, depending on the
nature of the violation and the company’s
size. For instance, fines may amount to up
to 1.5% af the global annual turnover or
€7.5 million for providing incormect
information, up to 3% of the global anmual
turnover or €15 million for general
violations, and up to 7% of the global
annual turnover or €35 million for
prohibited Al violations.

The EU's AT Act represents a significant
step towards regulating Al technologies
responsibly and ethically. While it
addresses key concerns associated with
Al such as transparency, accountability,
and risk mitigation, there are challenges
and potential drawbacks that need careful
consideration. The global impact of the
EU Al Act and its potential to shape
international norms make it a landmark
initiative in the ongoing discourse on the
responsible development and
deployment of artificial intelligence.

Sanhita is a Technolagy Lawyer.
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